remonstrate. Then he returned to his lodgings to attempt
some intervention on his own account.

When the Dutch ambassadors, carefully instructed to
use persuasion but no threats in their efforts to save the
King, sailed for London in the first days of 1649, they
were accompanied by a messenger from the Prince of
Wales. All his life Charles had an instinct towards sim-
plicity, and this first state paper drawn up on his own ini-
tiative was very short. It announced tersely that his
Highness would grant the existing government of England
any terms they pleased in return for his father's life. As
earnest of his good faith he enclosed a blank sheet of paper
on which they could write any contract they liked, and at
the bottom he placed his seal and his sprawling signature,
" Charles, P."

The new rulers of England listened politely to the Dutch
envoys, but they did not even condescend to open the
Prince's letter. It was pushed aside among unimportant
state papers to be forgotten, and a few days later King
Charles the First stepped onto a scaffold at Whitehall to
show London that the Stuarts had not lost the art of dying.
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